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but with a solid grain of truth; for the over-population
of the old seigniories of Quebec, and the precarious
condition of agriculture, only added to the irresistable
attraction of the great republic. Even today, if we con-
sider the years 1945 and 1946 only, both English and
French-speaking Canadians are going to the United
States at the rate of 900 a month in the hope of
receiving higher salaries and wages, or, as the young
amongst them claim, the hope of a greater freedom.

"Yet in all fairness it must be recalled that if the
north-south axis had played, and still plays, a principal
part in the political and economic life of Canada, to
such an extent that it has at times impeded the free
working of the east-west axis, itself more historical
than geographical, Canadians, especially since the
beginning of the twentieth century, are not the only
people to yield to its attraction. The reverse is just as
true: the immense natural resources of our country
exercise an increasingly strong attraction on the
Americans, while the tourist trade, both in winter and
summer, brings to Canada an influx of visitors and
dollars.

At the time when the Canadians became convinced
that, in order to escape the danger of annexation, they
must create a self-governing Dominion, relations be-
tween Canada and the United States left much to be
desired. In the very year of Confederation, the United
States bought Alaska. The transaction brought about
another frontier problem which was settled, by the
ministers at Westminster, in favour of the United
States. Four years later, when London and Washing-
ton decided to settle certain matters born of the Civil
War, Canadian interests were again sacrificed on the